


Celebrities aren't the only ones falling victim 
to nude-photo nightmares. But without a 

publicist and a high-powered attorney, what 
will you do when it happens to you? 
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though your e-mail is unlikely to be targeted by a 
like Christina Aguilera's and Scarlett Johans

there are still plenty of ways for your intimate 
..... ~OJ.._ .... ._. Case in point: According to a 

poll, a whopping 77 percent of our 
a naked photo of themselves and 

ittoaguy. 
when, say, the relationship fizzles 

decides to share those photos? Is there any 
back and/or contain the fallout? The 

may make you want to put duct tape over your 
camera lens. 

For such an obvious invasion of 
privacy, cases of posting naked 
pictures online are surprisingly 
rare in courtrooms. Not only is it 
costly and embarrassing, but there 
simply aren't many options for 
someone trying to press charges. 
"Various states have different 
privacy statutes, so that may be an 
option," says Eric Menhart, an 
attorney specializing in internet 
and technology laws. But even in 
states with decent privacy laws, 
you'll run into jurists who aren't 
sympathetic. 

"It sounds silly, but the legal 
basis here is usually copyright 
infringement," says Menhart. 
Simply taking a photo of yourself 
means you own the copyright. But 
here's the clincher: If your ex took 
the photo-even with your phone or 
camera-he's the one with the 
copyright, which will make it a lot 
harder to get it removed. Whether 
you snapped it or not, your first step 
should be to try to get it down. 

TAKE IT OFFLINE 
If the image is on Face book, Twitter, 
or another social-media site, there 
are forms you can fill out to report it 
and get it removed. 

Otherwise, you can file a take
down notice through the Digital 
Millennium Copyright Act. Che 
Pinkerton, CEO of Digital Millen
nium Copyright Act Services Ltd., 
says his website (dmca.com) is 
flooded with requests from women 
whose nude pies ended up on a web
site ... or hundreds. For $199 per site, 
they'll contact the web host and 
website owner to let them know the 
photo was used without permission. 

"Most web-hosting companies 
want to be within the realm of the 
law," says Pinkerton. But in some 
cases, the sites or their owners 
choose not to comply. If this hap
pens, the next step is to attempt to 
get a court order against the web 
host, website owner, or your ex who 
submitted the photos. 

Unfortunately for most people, it 
doesn't end there. "In many cases, 
it's very rare that the photo is in just 
one place," says Menhart. 

"With social media, we've all 
become somewhat public figures ," 
says PR expert Lisa Elia. Her tip: 
Address it, but don't dwell on it. 

When Glee star Heather Morris 
had photos leaked in March 2012, 
her friend said that Morris laughed 
it off and replied, "Well, it could be 
worse! At least I look good." This 
confidence is key in helping friends 
(and future BFs) forget about it. 

What if it's brought up in an 
interview? "Say that it was a 
mistake you've learned a lot from, 
then steer the conversation back to 
your qualifications," says career 
expert Amanda Haddaway, author 
of Destination Real World: Success 
After-Graduation. 

Finally, take steps to make sure 
you have complete control over your 
pictures. "These days, protecting 
your personal photos is the same as 
using condoms. It's a new factor in 
safe sex," says Menhart. • 
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